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Our goal is to reinvent Pennine Lancashire as England’s most exciting 
and accessible destination for the pursuit of outdoor lifestyle sports.  

We have taken our inspiration from the enterprising people of Pennine 
Lancashire who are already building vibrant outdoor lifestyle sports 
businesses and projects. We are also guided by ‘Dreaming of Pennine 
Lancashire’ a vision statement for our area created in 2005 by the late 
Tony Wilson and his partner, Yvette Livesey. They said, 

ôPennine Lancashire is perfectly equipped for the new outdoor sports and fitness 

culture. We can build on the facilities already in place; from the two ski -slopes, the 

Mary Towneley Loop, the ice -rink in Blackburn. A lot more can be done for cyclists, 

turning our hills and dales into a two  wheel paradise. We can create spaces for small, 

specially designed extreme sports venues featuring skateboarding, BMX, roller -blading 

and artificial rock climbing.õ 

ôAn event strategy is vital to a vibrant new region...the task is to tell our kids there is 

hope, there are dreams that can be reached.õ 

ôA playground for Greater Manchester and the people of Pennine Lancashire; why not?õ 

It is not as if we are starting from scratch. Pennine Lancashire is a 
unique destination; a spectacular and varied natural environment 
sprinkled with towns and villages full of individual character, each of 
which can be used as a hub for a variety of exciting activities.  

We already offer a rich range of outdoor lifestyle sports activities that 
rival far more established destinations. Land, air and water are all 
utilised to make your heart beat a little faster. The activities cater for 
all skills and fitness levels, from the beginner to the committed extreme 
sports enthusiast.  

We have a motorway, road and public transport infrastructure that 
means every activity is easily accessible within half an hour of entering 
Pennine Lancashire.  

We need to ‘blow our own trumpet’ to let the world know we are here. 
We need to invest in our existing activities and new ones. That is what 
the Adrenaline Gateway is for.  

Why not, indeed? Dreams can and do come true. 

 

Dreams Do Come True  

ñPennine Lancashire can 

be Englandôs most 

exciting and accessible 

outdoor lifestyle sports 

destination.ò 

By Gary Hood, Chair AG Project Group 

www.adrenal ine - gateway.co.uk      e- mai l :  in format ion@adrenal ine - gateway.co.uk  

The Pennine Lancashire  

 

 
Snowboarding in Rossendale 

Soaring above Pendle Hill 

The Mary Towneley Loop 

 

 

Skateboarding in Burnley 
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The Adrenaline Gateway is a major visitor destination development 
initiative for Pennine Lancashire. It will grow visitor numbers 
exponentially by increasing the scope of, and participation in, our 
outdoor lifestyle sports sector. There are two main areas of activity: 

1. The co-ordination of a private, public & community sector 
partnership to transform the size, value and economic impact of both 
the outdoor lifestyle sports sector and the visitor economy in Pennine 
Lancashire via planned investment in capacity and compelling events. 

2. A destination management service, based on a strong brand and 
events strategy, that brings together, promotes and provides easy 
access to our outdoor lifestyle sports sector. 

What are outdoor lifestyle (or adrenaline) sports? They encompass the 
fastest growing outdoor sports in Britain today – including dry-slope 
skiing, mountain biking, water skiing, quad biking, climbing, trials biking, 
horse riding, hill walking, BMX and skateboarding. It encompasses pretty 
much any physical activity that you could undertake on land, air and 
water. It does not include any ball sports, unless you’re in one: Zorbing!  

By building on a unique location and a network of existing activity, 
Pennine Lancashire has the opportunity to become England’s playground 
for these activities. We can reinvigorate our economy and recreate our 
image. The Pennine Lancashire Adrenaline Gateway will deliver a unique 
leisure and cultural experience.  

We will make a wide range of adrenaline sports activities accessible to 
millions of North West residents. We can provide every opportunity to 
participants of every level and background – from beginners to the elite – 
to learn and practise adrenaline sports. We will bring the widest possible 
range of outdoor athletic, leisure and cultural activities within reach of 
everyone in the Northwest of England and beyond.  

The Pennine Lancashire Adrenaline Gateway is a partnership and 
destination brand. We will work with partners in the private, public and 
community sector who will lead the development of our offer. Our job is 
to communicate the outdoor lifestyle sports offer in Pennine Lancashire 
and coordinate the work of the partnership.  

For example, part of our project portfolio is the development of 
mountain bike trails in the quarries above Bacup. These are being 
developed by Rossendale Leisure Trust and Lancashire County Council. 
The Adrenaline Gateway will promote their use by the public, national 
sports bodies and organise and manage an events schedule. 

The Pennine Lancashire Adrenaline Gateway project will let everyone 
else in England know what we know already – Pennine Lancashire is one 

the most exciting places in our country to visit and play!  

ñA ójoltô is required to 

revitalise and restore a 

sense of identity in this 

area ï the Adrenaline 

Gateway answers this 

need.ò 

Mike Damms, CEO 

Chamber of Commerce 

What is the Adrenaline Gateway?  
By Andy MacNae 

 

Freestyling at Ski Rossendale 

Whitworth Waterski 

Battlefield Sports 

Calder Canoe Centre 
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Pennine Lancashire is actually one of the best placed areas in England for 
this approach. To be successful, the Adrenaline Gateway needs to build 
on existing strengths. You need hills, open country, interesting 
morphology (lumps and bumps), spare capacity and easy access for lots of 
people. Pennine Lancashire is in an incredibly strong position and we 
should make the most of it. 

There are huge amounts of evidence nationally that demonstrate the 
positive social and economic effects of outdoor sports driven 
development. There are also excellent examples of how successful this 
can be as a means of regeneration: 

¶ Since 2001 £2million has been invested in mountain bike trails at 
the 7 Stanes in Southern Scotland. The economic contribution of 
this is currently estimated at £6million a year. Visitor numbers 
have almost doubled and this growth has led to many other new 
businesses being established locally. 

¶ Having established a successful activity brand Coed y Brenin, in 
mid Wales, is now building on it and developing wider facilities 
such as visitor centres and new facilities to improve and enhance 
the visitor experience. This investment is, of course, to attract 
greater visitor spending. 

¶ Queenstown in New Zealand saved itself by devising a new 
rationale and brand, finding modest success as a summer 
destination for walking and water sports. The place really took off 
when first skiing and then ‘new’ sports like bungee jumping were 
added to the mix. It took 20 years but now Queenstown attracts 
over 1.2million visitors a year. 

These three case studies mirror our planned development stages for the 
Adrenaline Gateway and the time that it’s likely to take. We have a 
transformational vision, but our path to its realisation will be a sensible 
and prudent one. Our approach is something that we know works. 

What’s happening now? The first phases of new mountain bike trails are 
underway. Working with Lancashire County Council and supported by 
DEFRA’s Aggregates Levy, 8km of technical mountain bike trails are being 
created in Lee Quarry, Bacup. These should be open to the public this 
summer, and we are planning a range of exciting events to support this. 

In partnership with the Northwest Regional Development Agency and 
Lancashire County Developments Ltd, we are starting to build the 
partnership structure that will drive the Adrenaline Gateway destination 
development. We will establish the brand and communication 
mechanisms this year. Vital steps on a long and exciting journey. 

We Know It Will Make A Difference!  
By Rob Carder 

óArguably the most important 
aspect of the outdoor sport 
sector is its ability to drive 

tourism markets. It is a hugely 
important motivator of visits to 

and within the region and 
generates a wide range of 

secondary and tertiary 
activities.ô 

Tribal Consulting: The Outdoor Sport 

Sector in the NW (draft). NWRDA 2007 

óSports, cultural and recreation 
activity can contribute to 

neighbourhood renewal and 
make a real difference to health, 

crime, employment and 
education in deprived 

communities' 
 
(Policy Action Team report, DCMS, 1999) 

 

Cowm Leisure Off-Road Facility 

 

 
Lee Quarry – Bike Trails Soon! 
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These two slides show how everything will happen. 

Increasing visitor numbers stimulate capital 
investment which in turn brings more 
visitors. Increasingly high profile events 
further drive growth. Information, 
promotion and brand development work 
further consolidate growth and support 
investment.

Visitor 
numbers

TimeStage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

Word spreads. Driven by 
improving facilities, 
events and promotional 
activities

Enthusiasts 
using existing 
facilities

Stabilisation, mass market

As the sector becomes 
increasingly attractive, 
private sector investment 
drives growth. In the latter 
stages a major destination 
site(s) becomes viable and 
stimulates final growth 
phase.

Public sector investment drives 
initial development. Soon 
complimented by {a9Ωǎand 
specialist sponsorship 

We are here

 

Stage 2 is planned to complete by the end of 2008. 

Proving the Concept
Investment: £100k

Complete December 2006

Building the Case
Investment: £550k

Complete 2009

Building the Brand
Investment: £5m (£2.5m)

Complete 2011

Adrenaline 

Destination
Investment: £2m (£25m)

Complete 2018 - 2020

Feasibility study. 

Stage 2 Plan.

Stage 2 Finance.

Delivery Team

Brand Strategy

Major Event

Stage 3 Finance

Visitors increased by 

300,000 p.a.

+ £5m/yr into economy
Stage 4 Finance

Visitors increased by 

1m/yr, direct spend 

+£15m/yr

PL image transformed

Stage 1

Stage 2

Stage 3

Stage 4

Outcomes

Complete

Now

 

Adrenaline Gateway ð The Way Forward  
By Andy MacNae 

 

ñNow is when the Pennine 
Lancashire Adrenaline 
Gateway starts to happen. 
This is when we must all 
come together to drive this 
opportunity forward.ò 

 

 

The Adrenaline Gateway 
Information Service (AGIS) 
can be found at: 

www.adrenaline-gateway.co.uk 

You can register with AGIS to 
receive further information 
and updates on this project. 

 
What Ski Rossendale could be 

 

Cyclists on the Mary Towneley Loop 

 


